Characterisation of the reactivity of autoantibodies in primary biliary cirrhosis.
Autoantibodies in the sera of patients with primary biliary cirrhosis, shown previously to recognise the E2 polypeptide of the mammalian pyruvate dehydrogenase complex (PDC), have been demonstrated to react with the E2 component of PDC from bacteria (E. coli) and yeast (S. cerevisiae). Limited tryptic digestion, which cleaves E2 into well-characterised domains, followed by Western blotting indicates that the main immunodominant region of PDC E2 lies within the lipoic acid-containing domains of the polypeptide.